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PHOTOGRAPHY 1 

COURSE SYLLABUS 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course will introduce the student to the basics of photography and the 

historical foundations of the photographic craft and traditions. This course 

concentrates on many areas of photography: 35mm black and white photographic 

image making and printing, technical skills, creativity, composition, computer / 

digital imaging, and some alternative processes. You will learn to see and 

appreciate light in a new way, learn to see and design shapes in the frame, and 

you will learn how to make fine black and white prints and finish them to the 

matted presentation. In this course, you will learn how to properly expose film, 

how to develop that film, and to make beautiful exhibition quality black and white 

prints. This is not merely a technical course however. The most important thing 

you can bring away from this course is a new sense of seeing. To be able to have a 

finer appreciation of light in its myriad manifestations, to discover meaning in 

images rather than words, or most importantly, how to make images, important 

and powerful in their own right, rather than merely "take pictures" is the main 

goal of this course. 

PERFORMANCE STANDARDS / OBJECTIVES 

Georgia Quality Core Curriculum (QCC), Fine Arts / Visual Arts - Photography 

ASSESSMENT / EVALUATION / REQUIRED STUDENT PROJECTS/ LEARNING 

OUTCOMES: 

1. Students will produce an electronic portfolio and physical portfolio of 

photographs over the course of the semester. Much of the grade will be based on 

the quality of the portfolio as it develops over the course of the semester. There 

will also be some written work and some quizzes as well as a written final exam. 

Students will strengthen skills vital to photography, including efficient use of work 

time, quality craftsmanship, and communication of personal thoughts and 

feelings in visual terms while exploring various photographers and the techniques. 



Technical 

-Students will learn to properly expose and develop B and W film to high 

craftsman like levels. 

-Students will learn how to craft a fine print using traditional b and w paper in the 

darkroom. This will include extensive practice in dodging and burning, contrast 

control, archival processing methods and final print finishing including spotting 

and matting your final exhibition quality prints. 

-Students will learn to fully understand the workings of their camera in particular 

and broad concepts in general such as reciprocity in aperture and shutter. 

Aesthetic: 

-Students will learn how to "see photographically" That includes developing a fine 

appreciation for seeing light and the way light works on photo sensitive materials 
to produce expressive, elegant prints. 

-Students will learn how space works in the frame to create intentional, elegant 
design. 

-Students will learn how to come to understand the metaphoric possibilities in the 
images we create that transcend the literalness of the object(s) photographed. 

2. Students will demonstrate skills vital to analyzing and evaluating photographic 

images and studying the artists who produced them by discussing art history and 

exploring art careers. 

3. Students will use and strengthen observation skills vital to looking at, analyzing, 

and evaluating aesthetic form through the steps of art criticism by discussing and 

writing about procedures and processes and by understanding the related 

specialist vocabulary. 

MATERIALS NEEDED FOR CLASS: ESSENTIAL ITEMS: Each student must bring to 

class one (1): 9 inch by 12 inch spiral bound Sketch book. (For example: Canson 

Universal Spiral Sketch Book, 100 Sheets) A section with-in a three ring binder 

should be set aside for class notes and activities. Major project work will be kept 
in a portfolio. 



The following materials are also needed for our first major project of building 

our own individual Pin Hole Cameras: 

 Aluminum (soda can) 

  Pencil  Scissors 

 Black electrical tape Scotch 88  

 Fine sanding paper (400 grit)  

 Masking tape  

 Shoebox with lid  

 Flat black spray paint  

 No. 10 sewing needle  

 Black construction paper 

 

GRADING PLAN: 

 Summative 50% 

- Projects: 20% 

- Exams / Tests: 15% 

- Electronic Portfolio 15% 

 Formative 30% 

- Daily class work 10% 

- Sketch book assignments 5% 

- Homework 5% 

- Quizzes 10% 

 Final 20% 

- Comprehensive Final Exam 20% 

GRADING SCALE: 

A = 90 to 100 

B = 80 to 89 

C = 71 to 79 

D = 70 



F = Below 70 

STRATEGIES FOR LEARNING: 

Learning strategies will consist of lectures and demos, individual lab projects, 

small group work, remediation, and peer tutoring when applicable. Most learning 

in this class will be in hands on lab type situations as well as reading and written 
assignments from texts listed below. 

ACADEMIC HONESTY: 

All students will be expected to turn in only work which reflects their own 

knowledge and effort. Creative projects presented as original work must not be 

derived from other sources unless those sources are properly credited. 

REQUIRED READING: 

All reading will be done in class. Art in Focus, and Photography in Focus, are the 

primary texts which we will be using and occasionally other class room resources. 

LOST BOOK POLICY: 

The student will be charged full replacement cost for any textbook lost regardless 
of condition. 

ESSENTIAL POLICY: 

All students are expected to be on time to each class. Detentions will be assigned 

for being tardy to class. All work should be turned in on time. Late work will be 

accepted but points will be deducted for late work. Missed exams need to be 
made up within one week. 

All work should reflect the individual effort of the student, plagiarism or academic 

dishonesty will not be tolerated. Taking another student’s art work and turning it 

in as your own, or defacing or altering any work not your own without permission 

will result in disciplinary action and parent contact. 

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS: 

My specific expectations for students in this class are that you respect the right of 

others to learn, respect my right to teach, respect your own and others art work 



and respect all art materials in the room by not being wasteful and by assisting in 

clean up every day. 

Rest room passes will be allowed as needed, but if a student abuses this privilege 

(staying out long or wandering elsewhere) restrictions will be applied to the 

privilege. Restroom breaks should not exceed two minutes. 

Each student will be given a specific area to store project work. Work should be 

put there every day. If work is left out on the table or in any other area of the 
room, it is not my responsibility. 

Written assignments and homework will have a designated area to be turned in 

near the front of the room. (EACH CLASS WILL HAVE A SPECIFIC TURN IN FOLDER). 

Put your work in the folder which has your course name on it. (Visual Art One, 
Photography, Drawing etc.) 

Art materials are expensive and using them is a privilege. All materials should be 

respected and used so they last as long as possible. Misuse or destruction of 

materials willfully will result in disciplinary consequences and contacting parent. 

Procedures at the beginning of class: 

Students should come in and take their assigned seat. If we are in the middle of a 

project you may go to your storage area and get out the materials you need to 

start work. 

Often I will need to give instructions or demonstrate some process at the 

beginning of each class. I will need the full attention of each student during that 

time. If any student disrupts or engages in private conversation during that time, 

redirection and or re-seating of the student may occur. Continued offenses may 
result in parent contact and or detention. 

Avoid getting up from seat and moving, and doing such things as sharpening 
pencils while I am addressing the whole class. 

After project work has begun you may talk quietly at your tables while you are 

working; however, if groups at any table become too loud, boisterous or 

disruptive, redirection and or re-seating of the group may occur. 

Procedures during class: 



I have a strong expectation that students put forth their best effort in class every 

day. No experience in art or talent in art is prerequisite for this class. Art and 

creativity are processes that take much practice to develop. Each student should 

strive to do their best every day, follow directions and work hard. Time 

management is important and students who waste time and procrastinate will 

have trouble completing the work for this class. Many projects will evolve over 

time and it is very important that you participate fully on each step. 

Be patient when asking for my assistance. Art classes are often large, I will be 

constantly moving around the room assisting students. Please raise your hand and 

wait patiently. Please, do not repeatedly call my name. I may ask students at 

certain times to assist in material distributions for individual tables or for the class 
at large. 

Procedures at the end of class: 

I will announce that clean up time will begin approximately 10 minutes before the 

end bell. Each student should clean up his/her area and return work to the 

storage area. After that students should return to their seat and remain there 

until the bell rings. Groups of students standing in or near the door way block my 

access to the front of room and create unnecessary disturbances. Remain in your 

seat until the bell rings. 

CLASS ROOM SEATING: 

Often the Visual Art Classes are large. You will has assigned seating in my class. 

Seating is based on insuring that instruction and student achievement is the first 
priority not socializing. 

Reseating may occur throughout the year as the need may arise to focus on 
instruction and helping students fulfill their potential in learning. 

House rules for all Lithia Springs Students are as follows. 

Always be on time and prepared to learn. 

Passes will not be issued during the first or last 10 minutes of class. 

Electronic devices, including phones, iPods, ear buds etc. are not permitted 

during the school day. 



All electronic devices must remain turned off and out of sight or they may be 

confiscated. Confiscated items will only be returned to a legal parent/guardian. 

Please stay in your class and in your seat until the bell rings. 

Thank you for assisting in keeping our school clean by picking up around your area 

and throwing your trash away. Always leave your area better then you found it.  

CONSEQUENCES: 

Behavior that disrupts class in any way and causes me to focus time and energy 

on something other than instruction will result in consequences in the following 
order. 

1. Verbal Warning 

2. Parent contact 

3. Detention before or after school 

4. Administrative referral and parent contact 

 

I have read the SYLLABUS for my PHOTOGRAPHY ONE class and I am familiar 

with all the requirements/expectations, the grading policy and the grading scale 
for this course. 

Student Signature: ___________________________________________________ 

Student’s Printed Name: ______________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________________________ 

Parent’s Printed Name: _______________________________________________ 

EMAIL: ____________________________________________________________ 

Home Telephone: ___________________________________________________ 

Cell: _______________________________________________________________ 

Work Telephone: ____________________________________________________ 


